Towards the establishment of an environmental quality standard for aluminium in surface waters.
Steps taken to establish an environmental quality standard (EQS) for aluminium are described. The range of water types in England and Wales and the concentrations of low molecular weight (active) forms of aluminium have been assessed in order to evaluate the risk posed by aluminium in surface waters. Levels of low molecular weight forms of aluminium are mainly in the range 0-25 microg l(-1). Data suggest that dissolved aluminium might form the basis of a reasonably useful prediction of active aluminium leading to a simplified approach to compliance monitoring of an EQS set in terms of active aluminium.